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context

• Duel processes (a) Child safeguarding and protection (administrative) 

• Identification for the purpose of?

• National and local guidance 

• Harmonised frontline working

• Risk and Protection – influencing factors
- Nationality
- Inconstant NRM decision making 



UK Children Social Care                                            UK (child) National Referral Mechanism

trafficking: Identification of children for the purpose of ?  

- Determination as a victim of 
Trafficking as defined by the 
Council of Europe 
Convention on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings

- Administrative Purposes

- Immigration appeal process 
Positive determination can 
influence outcomes 

- Minimum standard 
compliance with convention 

- Protection of the child

- Safeguarding Response

- Safe place (accommodation)

- Health needs (immediate and 
recovery)

Delivery of duties defined under child 
law and under Convention on Action 
against Trafficking in Human Beings 
and the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child 



UK Children Services UK Child National Referral Mechanism

trafficking: potential outcomes of identification

- For non-UK children positive 
determination may mean 5 
years Leave to Remain  

- Ending of exploitation and abuse 

- Reduced risk of re exploitation.

- Safe return 

- Health needs (immediate and 
recovery)

- Child centred and focussed

- Delivery of duties defined in child 
law and under Convention on 
Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings and the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 



Influencing factors 

• Breaking the control of traffickers 

• An holistic approach reflected in statutory guidance for a child in need and at risk 

• Working to a multidisciplinary framework to inform how a child is seen and treated

• Honest and open reflecting the process and possible outcomes 

• A place of safety and support 

– health 

– recovery 

– education, stability and certainty

What does safety look like at national and local levels ?



The following pictorial flowcharts are 
taken from the  Missing, Exploited 
and Trafficked
Children Protocol 
This protocol covers the 4 Local 
Safeguarding Childrens Board LSCB 
areas of Portsmouth, Isle of
Wight, Hampshire and Southampton.  
The 4 LSCBs have a collective multi-
agency responsibility
to identify children and young people 
who are at risk of going missing, being 
exploited and/or
trafficked and to safeguard them from 
further risk of harm. 

working example ‐ cooperation and identification
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referral and partnership work



Any Questions 

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING


