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Focus on Children's Rights

Mr Ole Espersen

(BSS Commissioner on Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights,
including the Rights of Persons
belonging to Minorities

You are concerned with democra-
tic institutions, human rights and
minorities. Whats in focus right
now in these areas?

We are now finishing a sur-
vey on “The Implementation
of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child in the
CBSS Member States” with re-

sexual abuse
of children,
violence in media and children
of asylum seekers. We hope
that cooperation between the
CBSS states regarding especial-
ly the first issue may be estab-
lished.

Furthermore, we are work-
ing on the implementation of
the survey of November 1996
“Some Aspects of the Rules

o f

t h e

and Regulations Related to the
Rights and Duties of the Per-
sonnel of the Armed Services
of the CBSS Member States”
where we took up two main
issues, namely the spokesman
system and the access to civil-
ian courts or other civilian au-
thorities such as the Ombuds-
man. In general, we are for
the time being assisting some
member countries in their
efforts to be further integrated
into Europe.
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Interview ... .
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The CBSS Member States have de-
cided to start co-operation with
multidisciplinary seminars at central
level and at local and professional
level. What would you consider to
be of particular importance?

“It is very exciting that Norway
and Sweden are jointly arrang-
ing the seminar focusing on
key persons at central level.
Most important of all is to gain
an overall view of the situation
of children. We must not forget
that, for example, unemploy-
ment and the fact that children
are put in prison and other in-
stitutions are breeding-grounds
for problems and exploitation.
All sectors of the community
must therefore be activated —
this applies to those who are re-
sponsible for education, family
questions and social issues.”
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News and Views — Edited and published on behalf of CBSS by The Baltic Sea Advisory Group

The recommended projects involve
net-working. What tasks do you
consider to be of importance to a
multilateral network?

“An excellent solution is to co-
operate around the Baltic Sea
in networks for, inter alia, ex-
changing information and
knowledge and also making
different demands regarding
the rights of the child. It is
most essential that the net-
works are formalized in some
form. For example, check-
points could be established.
This might be an effective
method of setting measurable
goals, periodically checking
their fulfilment, and in this
way moving the process tor-
ward. The work must not end

after the conference. Continua-
tion of the co-operation must
be secured if the rights of the
child are to be defended.”
“Assembling crucial actors in
all the Baltic Sea countries who
can do this is an extremely im-

portant step.”

How could Unicef contribute to the
future work?

“The Unicef committees can be
active as regard disseminating
information, research results,
etc. about the situation of chil-
dren and how it can be im-
proved. Unicef’s strength is that
we are used to working together
with different organizations,
with governments, with young

people and the elderly. We are
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used to being at the hub of
large networks. Naturally, this
strength can be utilized.”

Mrs Lisbet Palme, chairman of the
Swedish Unicef Committee, wel-
comes initiafives fo combat sexval
abuse against children.
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The Swedish Special Group for Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region was estab-
lished after the Conference in Tallinn on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children in the Baltic Sea Region 1998 by the Ministry of Health and Social
Affairs in Sweden. The Working Group’s mandate is to serve as information
centre for children at risk and to pursue follow-up activities of the
Conference in Tallinn within the social area.

For more information please contact:
Ambassador Bo Henrikson, phone: +46 8405 24 25, e-mail: bo.henrikson@baltinfo.org

Ingrid Akerman, phone: +46 8 405 24 22, e-mail: ingrid.akerman@baltinfo.org
Eva Rimsten, phone: +46 8 405 24 23, e-mail: eva.rimsten@baltinfo.org
Internet: www.baltinfo.org
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The Swedish Special Group for Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region

“"We must share experiences”

The planned Child Centre for Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea
Region is now taking shape. On behalf of the eleven countries in
the Council of the Baltic Sea States, Bragi Gudbrandson, General
Director of the Government of Iceland Agency for Child Protection,
elaborates on the benefits of establishing the network.

Officials from the eleven Baltic Sea countries met in Stockholm to finalise plans for
Bragi Gudbrandson the Child Centre.
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The Swedish Special Group for Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region

CHILD CENTRE FOR -
Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region
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« Press releases
» Newsletter News
« News archive » Sexual Abuse of Children - A survey of current knowledge
Calendar 10 Apr 2001, Sweden, , H3kansson Per Ane >
Ongoing projects by the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare
Competence centres » Sexual Abuse of children, treatment - an overview
NGOS 09 Apr 2001, Sveden, , Hikansson Per Ame
by Carl-Géran Svedin, fe of Child and Youth Psychiatry, Project
Legistation - Guidelines Leader, BUP-Elefanten, Linkping University Hospital, Sweden. Expert report by
> Funding the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare
Document Archive » Sexual Abuse of Children, Young sex offenders: A research overview
09 Apr 2001, Sweden, , Hikansson Per Arne.
by Niklas L8ngstrém, M., Ph.D. Division of Forensic Psychiatry, Karolinska
Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. Expert Report by the Swedish National Board of
Health and Welfare.
» Sexual Abuse of Children, Child sexuality and sexual behaviour
03 Apr 2001, Svaden, , H3kansson Par Ame
by IngBeth Larsson, Health and Envi Dep: , Child and
Psychiatric Clinic, University of LinkSping, Sweden. Expert report by th “wedish
National Board of Health and Welfare
» Sexual Abuse of Children, Definitions and prevalence
09 Apr 2001, Swaden, , Hkansson Per Ame
by Carl-Géran Svedin, iate p at the Child an”




A common achievement

All of us who have been involved in
establishing the Child Centre felt a
certain pride when we recently
opened our new site. Not individual
pride but a sense of satisfaction for
what we had jointly achieved.

As Chairman of the Swedish Special Group, 1
have, over the past two years, had the honour
of closely following the political process which
has formed the I'T-network.

The initiative grew from our common indig-
nation over the daily abuses committed against
the most vulnerable of our citizens, our chil-
dren. We realised that in order to reach tangible
results, we must adopt a joint regional stand.
The fact that all eleven Baltic Sea countries had
ratified the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, formed the backbone for action.

As a diplomat, I am well aware of the difficul-
ties involved in finding solutions that fulfil the
needs and requirements of all countries. Yet, I
strongly believe to be truly successful, interna-
tional co-operation is necessary. When informa-
tion knows no borders, we cannot act alone as
nations. When our citizens cross borders to
commit crimes against children, we as nations
have a duty to prevent offences.

The countries in the region each have their
own culture. The levels of economic and social
development are not equal. However, we share
a common concern for the welfare of all chil-

dren in our region. That is our common respon-
sibility.

We have spent many hours at conference tables in
planning the Child Centre. In retrospect, these
have been hours well spent. I am convinced
that the strong political support from the highest
levels has been the key to our successful net-
work. Without that support, we would not have
achieved these results.

While the political support and process has
laid the necessary foundation, it has been equal-
ly important to shape the Child Centre as a

practical tool for all the dedicated professionals
and voluntary workers who each day work to
improve conditions for children. We have much
to learn from each other’s experience and
knowledge, especially when dealing with fragile
and brutally abused children.

Sweden and Norway have taken the lead in estab-
lishing the Child Centre. We now enter the next
phase when responsibility is transferred to the
Secretariat of the Council of the Baltic Sea
States. That will ensure the continuing political
support for our common cause. Hopefully, we,
through our involvement in this process, have
to some measure contributed towards ridding
our region of the despicable offences against all
our children.

Bo Henrikson
Chairman of the Swedish Special Group
for Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region



Competence centre in practice

The Centre against abuse in Riga was selected as the
Latvian competence centre. This centre was opened in
1996 to support families and children subjected to
abuse.

The Latvian Centre against and seminars for professionals
abuse has three main fields of all across the country. It also has
activity. It carries out training a counselling department that

works with outpatients and,
finally, a shelter with 20 places
where abused children can stay
30 days or more, either alone or
with the non-abuser parent.

"For us, working with abused chil-
dren has been a question of edu-
cating society, explains Agnese
Strauta of the Centre.

“When we were still a part of
the Soviet Union, this problem
simply did mot exist. We now
have adult women coming to us
who never received any help
because sexual abuse was not
recognised. Therefore it is vitally
important to spread information
on where to seek help.”

The Centre has been organised
using a multidisciplinary app-
roach. “One crucial question
that we hope the network can
assist us with concerns develop-
ing registration and documenta-
tion. What works and what
doesn’t work?”
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Service providers as

champions for non-

violent childhoods

Expert Meeting
Riga, Latvia, 27-28 February 2018
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